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 Goodwill Excel Center July 19th Graduation May Include 
Oldest High School Graduate in DC History 

 
 
Washington, DC – The Goodwill Excel Center (GEC), Goodwill of Greater Washington’s unique, 
tuition-free adult charter high school, will be graduating its fifth class of more than 60 students, on July 
19, 2019, at Lisner Auditorium on the campus of George Washington University. 
 
The Excel Center Graduation will commence with a warm welcome from Goodwill of Greater 
Washington President & CEO, Catherine Meloy, special remarks from Excel Center Graduates, and a 
Keynote Address by Thomas Penny, President of Donohoe Hospitality Services, LLC. The event will 
then proceed with awarding Diplomas and Certificates of Excellence to all of our incredible graduates.  

 
Our distinguished graduating class will include: 

Danielle Corbin and Stephan Corbin – Husband and wife graduating together! 

Danielle and Stephen Corbin came to GEC in August 2017. They have been married for 6 years and they 
decided to return to high school together. As Ms. Corbin said, "we returned to better our family and 
inspire the youth that if we can do it, you can do it." Together, the Corbins have raised two kids, one who 
is a high school graduate and one who is slated to enroll at GEC in August.  

Lula Mae Thomas – 71-year-old high school graduate!  
 
Lula Mae is 71 years young and is the spirit of the 2019 graduating class!  She had been out of high 
school for quite some time but was determined to come back to school and earn her diploma! Lula Mae is 
a woman of strength, faith and determination who doesn’t give up on her goals. She pushed through some 
frustrations, but never let anything veer her off track from her graduation. Ms. Lula Mae is an inspiring 
woman and she keeps her energy and vitality up by exercising every day and working hard at whatever 
she does.  
 
 



 
 

Yolonda Epps – GEC + YMCA = Success! 
 
Yolonda came to GEC In December 2017. As she says, “GEC kept me clean and sober.” Ms. Epps has 
battled drug addiction throughout life and since coming to GEC she has been clean. On July 1st, she 
celebrated three years of sobriety. Ms. Epps has 4 kids and her youngest attends the YMCA child 
development center offered at the GEC. She will earn her high school diploma on July 19th and she has 
obtained her Security certifications here as well. She has also obtained full-time employment in the 
Security field as of June 4th and has started working while finishing her final credits.  
 
Teriana Cox – Strength, Perseverance, and Determination!  
 
Teriana found out about GEC through a friend. She left high school in 2014 to enter a workforce program. 
However, she always wanted her diploma! Teriana was born with cerebral palsy and has been in a 
wheelchair since she was born. She has never let her disability stop her from anything. Teriana is also a 
motivational speaker and advocate for others with disabilities. She says she has learned to communicate 
with people at the Excel Center. Teriana plans to attend college and is currently completing applications 
for a fall start.  
 
Novelette Lewis – From Jamaica to DC to GEC!  
 
Ms. Novelette came to DC from Jamaica in 2016. She wanted to be reunited her mom, who already lived 
in DC, and she wanted more opportunity, which she felt that the US offered. When she arrived in DC, 
Novelette realized she needed her high school diploma, something which she had not finished in Jamaica. 
She went online and searched and found GEC! She enrolled in 2017 and is graduating this July!  Ms. 
Novelette plans to enroll in Montgomery College. She wants to be a child behavioral therapist and work 
with children and their families.  
 
Juwan Wade – Focused and on a mission!  
 
Juwan came to GEC from DCPS schools. Juwan is 19 years old and has a passion and aspiration for being 
a barbershop owner. After GEC, he plans to attend barbershop school and earn his barbering license. At 
GEC, Juwan has become a leader. He has a quiet energy about him, but he has opened up through his 
time at GEC and allowed his drive and determination to be an example for others.  
 

 
Goodwill Excel Center July 2019 Graduation Details 
Date:  Friday, July 19, 2019 
Time:  1:00PM – 2:15PM 
Location:  Lisner Auditorium, 730 21st St NW, Washington, DC 20052 
https://www.dcgoodwill.org/excel-center/ 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
About The Goodwill Excel Center: 
 
The Goodwill Excel Center is a unique, tuition-free adult charter high school that awards high school 
diplomas and industry recognized certifications, not GEDs, to adult learners in the District of Columbia. 
 
The first of its kind in the District, the Excel Center responds to the fact that life commitments, and 
circumstances can often stop people from continuing their high school education. We do this by offering 
access to transportation assistance, child care and flexible class schedules. 
 
For adult students interested in earning their high school diploma, they can apply now! 
https://www.dcgoodwill.org/excel-center/admissions-application/  
For additional information, visit: https://www.dcgoodwill.org/excel-center/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/goodwillexcelcenterdc/  
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/goodwillexcelcenterdc/  
 
The Goodwill Excel Center is located at 1776 G St NW, Washington, DC 20006. 
 
About Goodwill of Greater Washington: 
Goodwill of Greater Washington is an approved non-profit charitable 501(c)(3) organization (Federal Tax 
ID: 53-0196588). Our mission is to transform lives and communities through the power of education and 
employment. 
 
For additional information, visit: https://www.dcgoodwill.org/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/DCGoodwill/  
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/dcgoodwill/ 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/dcgoodwill  
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/goodwill-of-greater-washington/  
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